NANCY VONKOEHNEN – As a teenager, she earned an obedience C.D. on her Shetland Sheepdog and showed Shelties and Samoyeds in the conformation ring.  She has been a 4-H leader for over 30 years training youth and adults to train their own dogs. Now, as a member of the World Canine Freestyle Organization she competes whenever possible and earned the world’s 2nd Freestyle Heelwork to Music Bronze Medal (required moves - worldwide).  She and her 1st Golden Retriever, Paddington earned all  4 of the required move test titles available through WCFO, all titles thru Master’s Level in HTM as well as in Musical Freestyle going on to earn a Beginner’s Sassy Senior title, too! 
She and Paddington won Best Costume at the 1st ever WCFO Regional held in Michigan in 2001 and then in 2002, this team earned the High Artistic and High Technical awards in Chicago, Illinois and High Artistic for the Spring 2004 Video Competition.  This team also won both the “Team Exemplifying the Most Fun in Freestyle and High Scoring Golden Retriever” at the 2003 Nationals!  In January 2005, they earned Highest Technical and Highest Artistic in Advanced HTM, Highest Technical in Advanced MF and Most Innovative Moves all at one show and went on to earn Highest Technical score for the regular competition at the 2005 International!  WCFO then named her co-Outstanding Member of the Year with friend Anna Schloff for 2005!  She has earned an award for ‘Most Supportive’ Freestyler as well as numerous other awards.

Takota is the new Golden addition to the family earning a Beginner’s title in MF as well as a Proficiency test title in MF the same weekend at 15 months old!!  They have also earned several other awards including High Artistic and Technical in HTM, High Combined HTM/MF, WCFO’s Challenge trophies for High Artistic and High Technical awards.  Nancy and Takota earned one of freestyle’s highest honors in 2008: National Champion!

Fellow competitors voted her the Spirit of Freestyle Award at the November, 2006 and again in May, 2007 shows in Michigan which shows the work she does supporting juniors and others in the sport of canine freestyle

An avid freestyler, she ‘dances’ with her dogs whenever and wherever she can, promoting freestyle with workshops as well as demonstrations.

She co-wrote the award winning brochure for WCFO and 4-H and now serves on WCFO’s Junior Advisory Board.   As well as a current competitor in both Heelwork to Music and Musical Freestyle divisions, Nancy also is a certified judge for Proficiency Tests (required moves to music).

GLORIA VOSS – Dogs have always been a part of Gloria’s life and she began training seriously in 1988 having adopted a rescued Border Collie that had been abused. Obedience, then agility and even dog behavior were her main focus for a time especially when she adopted another rescued dog with aggression issues.

Along the way as a mom, Gloria spent numerous years helping her daughter through dance classes and recitals. Being artistic, she was a graphic designer/sign painter and commercial artist by trade and began designing and creating sets. All of that creative background was united with her love of dogs when she found freestyle and is now at the forefront so that she is a master at the inventive side of canine freestyle! One of the very first members of the active Michigan club, “Freestyle Fanatics”, she and her dogs have earned many awards including Highest Scoring Mixed Breed, High Scoring Rescue Dog, High Scoring Technical Merit & High Scoring Artistic Impression in Musical Freestyle and Heelwork to Music.

They have also earned Most Elegant Routine, Dog Having the Most Fun going on to the 2005 WCFO National where they tied for WCFO North American National Champion winning the High Technical Merit portion of the Championship. At WCFO’s 2006 International Pro Stars competitions, Gloria and her rescued Border Collie, Starr won Highest Scoring Live routine in MF, The Attila Challenge Award for Overall High Technical Merit, 1st Place Pro-Stars MF with the Highest Score overall in Pro-Stars, 1st Place Pro-Stars in HTM and even Best Opening Pose, & Best Collar!! International Whirl at the same event, High Artistic&Technical in Show, High HTM Artistic&Tech. in the show, High Combined HTM/MF in show, 1st place Advanced HTM&MF…. All in the same show.

She has earned an amazing total of 64 Gold, Silver & Bronze placement medals!!

Gloria’s fellow freestylers have voted her the “Spirit of Freestyle” award at one event!

Gloria’s love for Freestyle also led her to take Judging workshops and work toward becoming a WCFO Freestyle Judge, which she did in becoming a certified WCFO Judge in April 2006. She now competes, judges and presents workshop in freestyle while continuing to entertain and delight people of all ages with her demonstrations of freestyle at Fairs and Nursing Homes! The Freestyle Fanatics have also voted her President of their club! Gloria and her dogs are also part of the  group, “North Star K9 Dancers” that do many shows at Nursing Homes, Schools and Rescue events around the Mid-Michigan area. 

Gloria currently has 3 dogs. All her dogs are rescues. 
“Casey is a Sheltie/Aussie Mix. She is 11 years old. Casey has her UCD in Obed. & many titles in Freestyle and she truly is an Angel to the residents in the Nursing Homes that she visits every week. She is a Delta Society Pet partner Therapy Dog. The residents really look forward to her visits. Casey is also Gloria’s service dog and Gloria’s Special Angel. She has a very special gift and is quite a little “Nurse Dog” and very compassionate.

Starr is an 8 yr. old Smooth coated Border Collie. She came to Michigan from Wisconsin Border Collie rescue when she was 8 months old. Gloria had to work hard to get Starr past her issues with other dogs and it is an on-going issue. Starr has come a long way and now has her Championship Titles in Musical Freestyle & Heelwork to Music. She has earned countless Awards in Freestyle and is a past North American National Champion.

Fancy is Gloria’s newest Dance Partner. She was adopted from Buckeye Border Collie Rescue, in Ohio, Aug. 2007. She is 3 years old and learning basic commands and how to do Freestyle moves. She is starting to entertain at shows with the other two dogs. She is a sweet little gal with a happy smile and wagging tail. She loves everyone and is a high energy BC but learning fast. Hopefully she will make her debut in the ring for her Beginner MF routine at 2009 Motown Bow Wow Boogie.

